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To the Inhabitants of the United Pariſhes of 
St. Magnus the Martyr, and of St. Margaret's New- 


Fi ſb.ſtreet. 


n ET Fon. 6 
Þ OUR kind Acceptance of this very plain Diſcourſe, 
and your repeated Deſires for the Publication of 
| it, have, at laft, encouraged me to venture it into 
the World. If you continue the ſame good Opinion upon 
the reading, which you expreſſed upon the hearing of it, 
4 it will be 4 freſh Inſtance of that Candour you have 
ſhewn, to all my Performances of this Nature, for theſe 
Seventeen Tears and upwards; ſo, I am ſure, I ſhall not 
repent of it, if it be only for this Reaſon, that it gives me 
an Opportunity of making ſome ſmall Return for your many 

Favours and Civilities. . 

Had I been left to my own Liberty in oice of 4 
Subject, tis very likely I might have pitch i upon one, from 
| whence the great practical Duties of a Chriſtian Life might 

have been more ſtrongly and properly enforc'd : But when 
you obſerve, that the Thing preſſed in this Diſcourſe, viz. the 

eace and Quiet of Society, does not always, or certainly, 
depend upon the due Performance of your own particular 
Part; I hope it will naturally lead you to center in thoſe 
Duties, which you may compleat your ſelves, and which lie 
entirely within your own Verge. 

Of this Kind, are all thoſe which are immediately due 
to God Almighty, and your ſelves , and if, together with 
theſe, you 2 all the perſonal Regards to the Peace and 
Quiet of Society, which lie in your Power; whatever 
may become of that, thro the Faults or Omiſſions of others, 
you have certainly deliver'd your own Souls, and are entitled 
to that Peace of God which paſſes all Underſtanding. 

T haue always, with * great Pleaſure, obſerved, a 
commendable Zeal among the Generality of you, for the 
Conſtitution and Intereſts of our Eſtabliſhd Church: Go on, 
in the Name of God, and proſper : Depend upon it, you 
are ſo far Right; and tho it is not impo ible for 9 
Sometimes to miſtake its Friends for its Enemies, and its 
Safety for its Danger; yet who can be without Apprehenſi- 
ons, Phat, ſome time or other, how near, or how far of 
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The DEDICATION.” - 

God only knows, its Danger will be both real and great; 
aud that then, this popular prevailing Humour may be, un- 
der God, one of the greateſt Securities it will have ? | 

There is one Thing I would hint to you, which is, that 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters are not the only Enemies of our 
Church. The Papiſts have, ever ſince the Reformation, 
been reputed the greater and more dangerous of the Two: 
And as the Diviſions among Proteſtants were, at firſt, very 
much of their forming and that they bave been the grand 
Engine, which they have uſually wor d with, to gain their 
Deſigns upon us; ſo whatever Praftices or Notions obtain, 
which tend more to foment, than cqnpoſe them, they will 
certainly prove ſubſervient to the Dla of Popery; but 


ſure, cannot conduce to the Honour, Intereſt, or — 85 


either of Phe Proteſtant Cauſe, or of our National Church. 
I have tro the whole Courſe of my Miniſtry, 
hardly ever concern'd my ſelf with the Publick State Di- 
viſions, which are among us; and the Reaſons have been, 
That I have always thought Politicks very foreign to the 
Miniſterial Function; and, by long Obſervation, have found, 
that Diſcourſes of this Nature from the Pulpsr, hæve ufu- 
ally done more Harm than Good. ' 
But, upon this Occaſior', I might perhaps have taken mire 
Notice f them, could I have treated them with any fut 
Conſiſtency, or that I had been better atqualnted with the 
true Grounds and Foundations of them; and beſides,Yhe Time 
is fo near at Hand, when all Things will clear up, relating 
ro theſe Diſputes; and which, J earneſtly. pray. and hope, 
may be to our general Security and Satisfaction, that ? 
thought Silence would not only be pardonable, but much 
more proper, than any uncertain Reaſonings and Conſectures 
would be. | | : 
I have no more to add, but my hearty Prayers for you, 
that together with that earneſt Zeal you, have generally ex- 
preſſed for our happy Conſtitution both in Church aud State, 
you would add one that will be more uſeful to your ſefves 
I me.m, a Zeal for the true Honour of God, and for your own 
eternal Good. Thus prays, and thus concludes,, 
Gentlemen F 
Your mo? humble Servant, and hearty Well-wiſher, 
JOHN SWYNFERMN. 
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| /the better Explicatinn.of which Yorks 
Fir will be proper to enquire into the 
- Meaning of Two Phraſes in them, 2 of 
together, and of being ap 2 Now: 

walking: —_— is meant livin 
that not ſor a Day, a . 2 
or for any ſhort ee 


he prophetical Way of ſpeaking, 

all the L ge of oe ng is ne whole 2 

and State of Life in this World, frequently call d 
a Path, 4 Way, « Raad, and the Uke; and our 
living and conderſing in the Morla, is in like,” 1 10 
ner y, 4 running, «treading, ang, 4 walli 155010 

this Path. Hence, among other Reaſ ons, we if 
ſtyPd Pilgrims, Travellers, and Sejourners ; who 

conſtant Buſineſs: is to be walking and travelling : 
All which tends to proye, that: by walking tage- 
ther is meant liuing together, ſpending our Like tg. 
gether, and purſuing the ſame Conse Method 
En th of Living all our Day 2 ww V gie B 


2 1 1 N 
By being agreed, is meant an Unanimil in Tu 
ment 24 47 a 2 perfect Concord poo in 
ſuch a Samenefs of Temper, Diſpoſetion, and other 
ſimilar Quatities, as makes us of one Mind axd 
of one Heart; that tho* we are Two in Perſon, yet 


we act jointly as one, and have fo an Under- 
ſtanding betwixt our ſelves, as that *tis, 
in a manner, the fame Soul which actuates the 
different Bodies. 

Both theſe being put together, the Purport of 
the whole will be this; Can Perſons converſe to- 
gether amicably, and ſo as to anſwer the Ends 
and Purpoſes of ſuch Converſation, if there be 
not 2 good Unierftayding berwixt theimſelves? Can 
they paſs their "whole Lives in mutual Offices of 
Unanimity, Friendſhip, and . as becomes 
* ood Men, and ſo as to anſwer the Ends 
H ſuch Society; when there is | Diſcord and 
Variunce, Feuds, Quarrels, and Animoſities among 
them ? This the Prophet puts in an Interrogato- 
ry; but ' tis, according to that Idiom of bing; 
a more full and pofitive'A ﬀertion, that they cannot, 
that edi ſpeaking, it is not to be done; I ſay, 


enerally ſpeaking, becauſe this is only a proverbial 
cxpreſſion, which never amounts to more than a 
general Rule, from which there are always Ex- 
ceptions ; and which is only gexerally, but not - 
wiverſally true; *tis like that Expreſſion of our 
Saviour, If 2 Kjngdom be divided againſt it ſelf, 
how can that Kingdom ffand? as if he had ſaid, 
Diviſions in a State are commonly, tho” not always, 
fatal and pernicious to it: Fuſt fo it is in leſ- 
fer Societies. Harm good Agreement 
are highly uſeful to promote the great, the com- 
mon 


— -” 
mon Ends and Advantages thereof; and ordi. 
narily, nothing is more propos than Diſcords 
and Variance ; becauſe they all tend to leffen the 
Union, to promote a Rupture, and ro bereave 
the Society of that mutual Comfort and Ex. 
dearedneſs, which affords the greateſt Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction; but then to fay at the fame 
Time, that all Differences are equally fatal; or 
that the Ends of Society can never be anſwer'd, 
where the leaſt Difagreemeats happen, is both to 
reaſon _ and to contradict univerſal Expes 
rience. There may be Differences, where there 
are no Diſagreements; there may be Diſagree- 
ments in ſmall Matters, and yet à perſect 
Harmony in all Points of Concern and Moment: 
Even in Matters of Moment, Men may differ in 
the Means, and yet agree in the End; or, if the 
End it ſelf be diſputed, yet, unleſs it be of the 
laſt Conſequence- to the Society, a little good 
Temper, and Charity, and Candaur, may ſuffice: to 
ſupport the Society Rill, at leaſt to preſerve ic 
in Being, if not in that Well-being, Comfort, and 
Hayginefs- which might be wich. - All-this will 
appear more fully When I have ſheg?d, 
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- What general Obligations tie! on every ö 
ſon, to promote Concord api: Unity, and a 
2 all People with whom due 
are N ON ION K „ 
II. What particular Agreements are abſolutely 
ry. to-the Being and Subſifence of" 4 feria 
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IV. Becauſe ſome ſort of CES: a 
agreements, like O ffencrs, mut come; IL WIIHHhe 
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III. How viſeful and ad vantageods:even a perfect 
Harmony and Concurd is, to the Comfurt, Happineſs, 
and well-heing' there. 
Differences and Dif 


wliat is incumbent on all. People to do, ſo as to 
1 tlieir hurting the Society as much as may 
„ert yileups 918 29009 nic Ha tarts omit 
D WIE oo 15420 083 y191308 10 ebnY e: 147 
„L Tam co: fhew- what general Obligations lie 
on every Perſon to promote Concord and Unity, 
and a good Agreement among all People with 
whom they are concernd. Now, youcmay ob- 
ſerve, that Almighty God has laid itheſe Obliga- 
tion us as ſtrongly, as he has any; one u- 
ty of the Second Table. To this Purpoſe, Love, 
which is the great Foundation of all. Social Vir- 
tut, is preſſed upon us towards 4 Mlantind, that 
E ; Nay; that we would love 
bem af Brethren ; I, and that we would do it wich- 
out Diſſimel ation too. To oblige us to this, our 
bleſſed Saviour has not only made Love the pe- 
Culiari Badge and Charalttriſtic of lis Diſciples; 
but ſays expreſly, that the loving aur Neighbour 
as our ſelves, is the fulfilling the whole Law. Up- 
on the Foot of this,” and that we may evidence 


the Sincerity, of qurigeperal Affection and good Will 


the Apoſtles enjoin ud to follow Peace-with.all. Mew; 
and =_ if it be e, as much xs liath- in us, 
we would: live peaceably with all Men; nay, they 
do not only rank all kind of Diuiſion, Wrath, 
Strife, Seditions, Envyings, Hatreds, &c. among 
the Luſts of the Fleſh; but moreover enjoin, that 
whe Authors and Abettogs of them ſhould be ex- 

; COm- 


I 91] 
communicate, *2nd:debarrd the Privileg@'6f the 
Chriſtian Sydagogue!s" 72074 9100 £4 * e 
Now if all this be ſo, 48 nothing is 'plainer, 
chen 1 may condlude as I hegun, 12 we are all 
under che ſtricteſt Obligations to promote Con- 
cord nd good Agteenient in each diſtinet 805 
ciety co which we ark related, 5! 0 0 20 

Beſides, does any one enter into Society bit 
for the Advantag es he expects to receive from 
ir?) and/how many of ptieſe Aduantages Will 
be loſt; where the mutual Harmony is broke? 
for the ſame Reaſon, that I am troubleſome and 
contentious, my Correlate will bef&7 and he 
who firſt begins the Breach, will not onſy find 
ir widen — — but probably be the firſt 
and greateſt Sufferer by it: Or, if the Breach 
be not of his on forming, if he do not op it 
in Time, when it lies in his Power, tho? 5 
thor of it Will be moſt e, and p 
the firſt Sufferer; yet neither is thi other Log 
Blame, nor will he eſcape a proportionable Share 
of the Puniſhment. 
For thisReaſow: thewiſe- Man obſerves, hat 
the iBiginning of Strife is is like the breatiug out of 
Waters; that is, tho it be ſmall at the vu 1 
will probably enereaſe to a great Degree; be- 
ing, as St. James tells us, liks a little Fire which 
kindlurh'a great' Mutter: And thereſore tlie ſame 
wife Man directs us, to leave of Contention before 
it be medadled with; that is, to ſtop it im its firſt 
Riſe; and, as we ſay, not permit it to come to 4 

v, by our A ſhe Second Blow.” 1 
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bers of the ſame Body! hew do we reſemble 


We fall ef all this! if, we be not derne 
and kind, and friendly to each other; but like · 


[6] 

How difficult ſoever this Paſſire Temper may 
be, hy rr in ſome ee T will nat 
ſay; but this you all know, that *tis not poſſi- 
ble for you, either to preſerve the Peace of -S9- 


ciety, or to he gaod. Chriſtians without it: And 
bow do we live like Brethren, or act like Mem- 


our dear Redeemer, who not only pray d for, 
but laid down, his Life for his Enemies and Per- 
ſecutors |-nay farther, how unlike are we to God 
the Father himſelf, who commands his, Rain to 
fall, and his Sun to ſhine. on the Good and E- 
vil, | and Unjuſt! I ſay, how f. ſhort do 


wiſe willing to he reconeibd, and ready to for- 


give thoſe who, are far from. diſcharging theſe 
—__ to us. This is what the Laws ol God, 


of Reaſon, of Nature and Society do all moin 
upon us. Which leads me to the next Tliing; 
namely, to ſhew, , 1. 10% 2008/2 


A „ COP Hl . 
II. What particular Agreements are abſalute - 
ly neceſſary to the Being and Sbſitencerof. a Sh 
ctal Life: Now, that L may do this a little more 
exactly, it may not be amiſs juſt to hint at the 
great Variety of Societies which there are in 
the World; to each of which, we all of us ei- 


ther are, or may be, more or leſs related. 


There are ſame Societies of a Religious, and o- 
thers, which are only of a Civil Nature; and 
both theſe are, either of a larger or leſſer, Ex- 
tent; and to all of which, our Relation * 

| er 


pen? 74 
ther more cloſe and intimate, or more diſtant 
7 n — eln aal 
Religious Societies, are Charchet, pro dak - 
in 450 theſe ure either the Citholick Charch iu. 
u lie the Congtegation of all pious 
good Men and Women, which either now are, 
or ever. were in the World: Or the Catholict vi- 
fble Church, Which is the C tion of all 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, worſhiping God Al. 
mighty in, and thro" Jeſus Chriſt, according to 
the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel: Or that particular 
National' Church, Which is legally eftabliſh'd in 
the Country, in which we happen tolive. 
Civil Sycieties, are either thoſe of a whole 
Country under one Supream Head, whether of 
Ning, or Lords, or Populace ; or the leſſer Subdivi- 
05 of Cities, and Borroug he, and Pariſhes; or 
the leaſt of all, ſuch as tlie Dameſtieł Societies 
of Hasband und Wife, of Parents and Children, of 
Maſters and Servants, and the like. 
Now, tho' the Text primarily regards theſe 
tefſer Societies, Can Two walk together, except they 
be agreed? that is, Husband and Wife, Parents 
and Childten, Maſters and Servants, &c. yet the 
greater Incorporations are included too: And, in 
confidering what particular Agreements are ne- 
ceſſary to a Social Life in general, I ſhall firſt 
fhew this in the Caſe of Religious Eccleſiaſtical 
Societies; and then in thoſe which are only of 
a Civil Nature. J 
And here, in Churches or Religious Societies, there 
are Three Things neceſſary to be agreed in, in 
order to ſupport the Three — Species of 
| Churches,. 


LESS 


Churches, to which God {Almighty has united 
5 | 


S. ion 21558 
And Firſt, ſor that of the Cinbolict, Inviſble 
Church, this Agteement: is neceſſary ; namely, 
that we have the ſame Fatiʒꝭ um Hope, aug 
Charity, and other Moral and Chriſtian Virtus 
which either Natural Religion, or the Chriſtia. 
Inſtitution requires of us, as neceſſary to Salvati- 
on; for theſe; are Duties, which are ſundamen- 
tally neceſſary to our being good Men and Wo- 
men; of tliem this Catholiek Inviſible Church 
is conſticuted ; and no one can poſſibly be a 
Member, of it, who: wants, or Lene 
them. All practical Religion ever h 


itherto has, 


and ever hereafter will conſiſt in them; and 


without any Regard to particular Schemes or 
Syſtems, Creatures which ate generally more of 
humane Original, than: of God Almighty's Ma- 
king; he who has theſe Virtves, is certainly a 
good Man or Woman, as ſuch, is a Member of 
this Catholick, Inviſhle Church, and conſequently 
is entitled to all the Advantages thereof. Ius, 
in every Nation, he who fears Cod, and whrks Righ- 
teouſneſs, is accepted af him. That infinitely juſt, 
and perfect, and merciful Being, cannot poſſibly 
be any Reſpecter of Perſons ; He can require of 1410 
One any more than he gives; and He- who im- 
proves but his one ſingle Talent, and lives up 
to the Light and Means which are afforded him, 
be it leſs or more, is ſure to find his Account in 
it, even equal to him, on whom the moſt plen- 
tiful Difpeniations of Grace have been be- 
ſtowed. Too: 1 oft cgi! TOI 

1 175608 | | All 


[94]. 
All this, common Reaſon and natural Equity 
do oblige us both to believe and declare; and 
unleſs we would confine this Catholick Inviſible 
Church to a ſmall Party indeed, as the Jews 
formerly did, and as the Papiſts at preſent do, 
we can do no leſs than make it full as extenſive 
as theſe cardinal Virtues of Faith, and Hope, 
and Charity are. 98. ou 
- Now if, to uſe the Phraſe in the Text, we 
would walk together; that is, preſerve our Fellow- 
ſhip with, and Memberſhip in this Catholick 
Inviſible Church, it is plain, we muſt agree in, 
that is, be poſſeſs'd of, and practiſe theſe Vir- 
tes. I 145 
2. An Apreement in the outward Profeſſion of 
the ſame eſſential Points of Chriſtianity and pub- 
lick Worſhip, is fundamentally neceſſary to the 
Being and Sabſiſtence of the Catholick Viſible 
Church; for of theſe this viſible Church is con- 
ſtituted: By profeſſing the ſame Chriſtian Ar- 
ticles of Faith, and worſhipping God publickly 
in, and thro? Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Inſti- 
tutions of the Goſpel, the viſible Church exerts 
and ſhews it ſelf, and is diſtinguiſhed from all 
other Societies. whatever. This is a Body of 
large Extent ; as large, we hope, as Chriſtendom 
it ſelf; and all National, Provincial, Dioceſan, and 
Parochial Charches, are but ſo many integral Parts 
and Members of it. Into this Church we are 
admitted by Baptiſm ; and whoever'is ſo admit- 
ted by Water, and in the Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, tho' he may be defective in ſome 
regular and very material Points; yet ſeems to 
have all that either the Chriſtian Church in ge- 
C neral, * 


| neral, or our National Church in particular 
>: have ever hitherto thought fit to declare as e/- 
If ſential to it: Preaching the Word of God, and 
if | adminiſtring the holy Sacraments, are the only 
1 true Signs of a viſible Church; and tho? an 
exact Conformity to the Inſtitution, eſpecially 


1 in all Points of Conſequence, be neceſſary to the 
il | Parity, yet not to the Eſſence of it. All particu- 
0 hr Churches are more or leſs conformable to the 
f original Model of our Saviour; and each one of 


them, we hope, are true Churches; and ſuch as, 
upon juſt Occaſton, we may, and ought to com- 
municate with, where no |finhul' Terms of Com- 


munion are impos'd: And he who ſeparates 
himſelf, where no fuch Objection lies, is a pro- 
per and true Schiſmatick; and not only breaks 
* the Unity, but, as far as in him lies, the very 
| Being of the Church it felf; becauſe, as was be- 
W fore hinted, ' the Being of it conſiſts, not only 
4 | in profeſſing the ſame Articles of Faith; but in 
lf worſhipping God publickly, as the Church does: 
if He therefore who ſeparates. from the Worfhip, 
10 cuts himfelf off from the Church it felf; and 
tis a diminutive ſort of Schiſin, to ſeparate from 
# | . any particular Church, compar'd with the Schiſn 
1 he is guilty of, who-divides: from the Church 
Univerſal; becauſe as the Uncharitableneſs is. 
greater in the one Caſe than in the other, ſo is 
the Union of the whole much more ſacred than 
that of any one particular Part; and alſo becauſe 


as 
S _ — —— _ . 
_ a—— . 


15 that, out of the Pale of this Church, as he moſt 
. certainly is, who ſeparates from all the Parts and 
il Branches of it, there is no Salvation, in an ordi- 
nary Way to be obtain'd; which ſure, can _ 


[14] 
be:faid of all. thoſe that diuide from ſome onο 
particular Church only. - I hope, I ſpeak to wiſe 
Men, who are Judges of what I far. 
3. An Agrerment in all Parts of Publick Wor- 
ſhip and Charch-Communion, is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to the Being and Subſiſtence of that particular 
Church, which is, according to the Rules of the 
Goſpel, legally eſtabliſhed in the Country where 
we live. Not that ſome ſem or more Separations 
from it, will null the Being of ſuch National 
Church. Nb, it will eontinue fo ſtill, not with - 
ſtanding ſuch Separations; eſpecially where the 
Majority, or atleaſt, a good Number do meet 
and publickly worſhip God, according to the 
preſcrib'd Eſtabliſhment. But by the ſame Rea- 
ſon, that one Man ſeparates,” another may do 
ſo tos, and fo on in iufinitum; and thus, were 
this ſeparating Humour indulged, it might in 
Time wholly ſwallow upithe Church, and leave 
it a bare Eſtabliſhment only, without any one 
ſingle Member that acted upon, or conform'd to 
it. And therefore, tho? in the Caſe of the Ca- 
tholick Viſible Church, a worſhipping: God pub- 
lickly, as the other Parts of it do, be all that 
Agreement, Fellowſhip, and Communion of Saints, 
which is required of us, in order to the preſerv- 
ing our Memberſhip therein, and the Unity 
thereof; yet in the Caſe of particular National 
Churches, this farther Communion is neceſſary, 
namely, that we actually join with, and rſs 
nally worſhip God, at the ſame Time, in the ſame 
Place, and in the ſame Manner that they do; for 
in theſe it is, that the Unity of theſe Churches 
does conſiſt: Our Bleſſed —— has obliged us 
2 to. 


. 
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to . — and conſtant Communion with thiem; 
and that wiſe and gracious Providence which 
fixes us where they are, will exact it from us, 
as an incumbent Duty, unleſs we can juſtly 
charge ſuch Communion with the Impoſition of 
ſinful Terms. And how can we be faid to 
walk together to the Houſe of God as Friends ? or, 
How can we keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace, when we fet up Altar againſt Altar; 
and go to Church indeed, but neither to the 
fame, nor yet to ſuch as are hardly conſiſtent ? 
What, tho? it might be lawful for us occafionak 
ly to communicate with ſuch feparate Churches, 
were we in a foreign Country where they are 
eſtabliſh'd? Do's it by. any Means follow; that 
it is as innocent to do it here, where they are 
not eſtabliſbed; nay, where there is another that is? 
Were there no Difference in the Nature of the 
ſeveral Churches, as ſure there is a very great 
one, in Favour of the Eſtabliſhment ; yet are 
the Laws ſuch mere Cobwebs, as that they may 
be ſwept 2 by the Breath of every dream- 
ing Enthuſiaſt? Nay, {hall bare Pretences of 
Conſcience be ſufficient to excuſe our Separati- 
on from a true Church? or, Shall a miſguided 
Conſcience juſtify us before God, for the Breaches 
and Diviſions which are made? Will any thing, 
that we may occaſionally comply with, at al 
excuſe us, if we do not conſtantly communicate? 
and, Muſt not the Sinfulneſs of our Compliance 
be full as apparent, as the Evil of our Separatt- 
on; and the-Miſchiefs of the one, preponderate 
thoſe of the other, before we can pretend to act, 
either like wife or honeſt Men? In fine, „ 
| os! iga 
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ligations to Conformity are plain; and, unleſs the 
Sinfulneſs of it be made full as plain and evident, 
it will, I believe, be for ever impoſſible to ju- 
ſtify the Separation, either before God or Man. 
I therefore thus conclude this Head, that who- 
ever divides from the- true regular Church of 
his Country, does criminally diſagree from ir, 
abſolutely breaks its Unity, and, as far as in 
him lies, actually deſtroys the very Being and 
Exiſtence of it. | " 

' -Thefe-are' the particular Inſtances of Agree- 
ment in the Caſe of 2 . Eccleſiaſtical So- 
cieties or Churches; and I will only add, that 
tho? we may ſuffer no temporal Inconveniencies . 
by difagreeing-in theſe Particulars, yet if a Re- 
ligious Svciety be of a more ſacred Nature than 
any Civil Eſtabliſhment ; and that God Almighty 
has expreſly provided for the Security of the 
Church's Peace, by obliging-us to theſe Inſtan- 
ces of Concord and Agreement, even in Point of 
Duty and Conſcience, then ſure they who make 
any Pretence to Conſeience, ſhould look on 
themſelves as under the higheſt Obligations, 
ſtrictly to conform themſelves thereto; which 
leads me to the Second Conſideration, vi⁊. to ſhew;, 


II. What particular Agreements are neceſſa- 
ry to the Support and Preſervation of Civil So- 
ciety; becauſe I have been fo large already, I 
wilt only mention Two Particulars upon this. 
Head. b 

1. One is, That all the Members do agree in 
a true Concern for, and ſincere Regard te the 
publick and general Good of the Society. 5 

2. C.: 
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2. The other is, that they agree to diſcharge 
the mutual Duties incumbent upon them, in 
their reſpective Stations and Places. 

1. That all the Members do agree in a true 
Concern for, and ſincere Regard to the publick 
and general Good of the Society. For, if this be 
not ſtill kept in Viem, it cannot be expected that 
it will be ſecured ; if it be ſighted, it is a Thing 
of too nice and tender a Nature to ſupport and 

reſerve it felf; but if it be oppoſed, eſpecially 
by great Numbers, and fuch as are in eminent 
Stations too, it will inevitably periſh and miſ- 
carry. For the Body /politick is not improperly 
reſembled to a Ship at Sea; if the Maſter, and 
Pilots, and Mariners, do not all agree for the 
Safety of it, it runs ſome Hazard of miſcarry- 
ing, even in the greateſt Calm, and ſereneſt Wea- 
ther; but in Storms and Tempeſts the Danger in- 
creaſes, and there any Failure, Omiſſion, or Diſ- 
agreement, is generally fatal, even in the moſt 
inſignificant Perſon on Board: But where the 
Pilots themſelves are ignorant, or careleſß, or trea- 
cherous; and that he who has the Steerage of it, 
values not whether it fink or ſwim, there the Ruine 
proves inevitable; and it certainly either foun- 
ders at Sea, or ſplits upon a Rock, or falls into 
the Enemy's Hand. God have Mercy on ſuch a 
State or Government, where this is the Caſe, 
And where private Factions are grown to ſuch 
an Height, as to inſpire each contending Party 
with flaming Reſentments againſt each other; 
there, tis Ten to One, but the Publick ſuffers in 
the Quarrel, and the general Good lies — 
| Where 
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where ſuch private Picques are fo carefully culti- 
vated. 3 | 

2. The other Thing neceſſary to the Support 
of Civil Society, is, That each Member of it do 
agree to diſcharge the mutual Duties incumbent 
on him, in his reſpective Place and Station; for 
in the Diſcharge of theſe, the Safety and.Preſer- 
vation of the Society do entirely conſiſt; and if 
one Member: will be either negligent of his own 
Duty, or be invading the Office of another, eſ- 

ially in Affairs of Conſequence; firſt Con- 

uſion comes, and then Deſolation, and every e- 
vil Thing: Thus, whether it be in the greater 
Societies of Kingdoms, or in the leſſer and do- 
meſtick, the general Duty is for one to govern 
and command, and for the other to obey; and if 
both of them take not good Care, not only to 
diſcharge their Duties in the main, hut to do it 
wiſely and regularly, and as becomes them to 
do; the great Bond of Union betwixt them 1s. 
firſt looſen'd, and, in Proceſs of Time, will pro- 
bably break: For which Reaſon, not only the 
Laws of God and of Man too, have obliged us. 
to theſe relative Duties; but the very Nature 
and Reaſon of Things has entail'd ſuch. publick 
and private Advantages theteon, that as we 
cannot but be ſenſible of them, ſo are we doubly, 
blameable, if we do not govern our ſelves ac- 
cordingly. Which leads me to the Third Head, 
namely, to ſhew, f. 


III. How uſeful and advantageous, even a per- 
feet Harmony and Concord is, to the Comfort and 
Well-being of Society. This, I confeſs, is not 12 
8 C. 
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be expected in this World; However, *tis ne- 


ver the leſs Bleſſing, if it could be had, and 'tis 
certainly the moſt pleaſant Thing in the World, 


for Brethren to dwell together in Unity. Would all 


Men vigorouſly and honeſtly purſue the publick 
Good, where it is really concern'd, and their 


private Advantage only in Subordination to the 


other, and where, conſiſtently with the Laws 
both of God and Man, of Reaſon and Society, 
they fairly may; would we all in our reſpective 
Stations, be conſcientiouſly mindful of our per- 
ſonal and relative Duties; would we lay afide 


our unreaſonable Prejudices and Reſentments ; 
our fooliſh, not to ſay, wicked Parties, Facti- 
ons, and Jealouſies; in fine, would we all do as 


we world be done by, and endeavour to make each 
other as eaſy and happy as our ſelves deſire to 
be: Oh! what a bleſſed World ſhould we pre- 
ſently ſee! What univerſal Harmony and Con- 
cord would appear! This would be a glorious - 
Face of Things indeed, a State ſomething like 
that of the Bleſſed above; and if it only extend- 
ed to the narrow domeſtick Affairs of a private 
Life, would make, even them a fort of Heaven 
upon Earth; yea, tho? the publick Affairs were 
under ſome Diſturbance. But while Folly pre- 
vails above good Senſe, and Paſſion and Vice 
bear Sway, where Reaſon and Religion ſhould 
govern , where private Humour is only regard- 
ed, without ſo much as a decent Reſpect to the 
common Good, and ſeparate Intereſts are pur- 
ſued, even in direct Oppoſition to the publick 
Weal; in fine, while Men are Men; and that 


the beſt of Men, are but Men at the beſt, this 
| | is 


Funda 


is ndt do be expected in this World; but only 
there Where all. Strife; and Contention ceaſe, and 
perfe&t Harmony reigns triumphant. 10 0 pro... 
ale peers Ro hg, Wagen 
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AV. That icing ome kind of A aud 
Diſagreements, like' Offences, muſt come ; what 
is incuakbeat on >20.d0, An prder to prevent 
their hurting the Society as much as may be. 
And dere, as to the Religious Diſagreements 
which. are among us, Ltake the great and gene. 
rat: Antidote ag | them, to. be Candour, and 
Temmen, u Claris; that we Would put the 
beſt and = favourable Conſtruction upon 
them, that we reaſonably a that we would 
not cenſure thoſe. who differ, from N as tho? 
they didit purely from Perverſeneſs, Walz 
or private Intereſt; but would make All ou 
for Ignorance, and Prejudice, and Education, 
and believe, that they may 1 honeſt, ho? 
they are miſtaken; 308; would hot continue 
their Separation, were th 12 5 Fatly conyinced' of 
the Guilt and Wiekedneſs o 

This is a Pity and Comp 25 which Nature 

it ſelf dictates to all 42 Perſons; and 
G - 4 we know, enforces. this natura! 
Tenderneſs, and obliges us, under the ſtricteſt 
Penalties, to be meek, and patient, and kind, and 
charitable to all ſuch as differ from us, and who op- 
ffe 'themſelves;| to treat them ſtill a Brethren, to 
pray heartily for them, that they may be better 
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veal, owes that to them: This Chriſtian Treat- : 


ment our Religion directs us to, and perhaps it 
_ be Eſbanck5 y Experience, that ——— 
moſt proper Method we can take ib vt con- 


cl them to. us and they who have thus _ 


ucted themſel ves bow ag de the Diſſenters, 
they ought tg be preſum'd to have — ig] 
chiefly from its ve 'Proſpe&;; & lever bei 
branded for it with never opprobrious 
3 ames, I may adyenture to/ſay, chat they have 

done more fubſtantial Setyice to our Church by 
it, than Twenty others, who! chooſe xo>rail, ra- 
ther than argue; and to new their Teal. for the 


differ from i If, 7g 997.1813, 
And now, after wha Thave oi on this Sitts 
What is to, be done ne by * tlie Diſferiteys vn theirsſꝰ 
Humility, Diſtruſt of their own ents, Subs 
miſſion, to the Church, as far as their 'Conſcien: 
ces will really permit Hem! a confeientious Dili- 
ence to inf 1 275 themſelves right in all the-Points 
of Controverſy betwixt us; à candid Option of 
their — to think that they are at leaſt 
as wiſe and honeſt as themſelves; and that they 
guld not impoſt- ſuch Things! pon them, ditl 
per not believe it was expedient for cham td 
35 it; 411 laſtly, a ſerious laying to Heart, tlic 
Miſchiefs which are done by our Diviſions; — 
that the Guilt of all will Ty at their Door, if 
they cannor, TAY: themfelyes before! 'God wh 
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at leaſt, if the Charch would, t 10 35 it 
ſelf towards the 27 ent Hale fd, this: the Dilſen- 
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only 1 955 to add. That ane la che moſt ſove- 
emedics againſt. both.of 5 that 4. 

2 Roles . that exery one, 15 . 4 to, be 


quiet, "and to min his, own Buſueſfs;. to — 
we may join theſe Two or Three following, 
viz, that a, Ne 175 of Duty rural 880 of t 0 
Soy is ng, Diſcharge. of the gther from his; 
That ye would not cenſure and prejudge 75 Men 
and Things, Which we cannot be ſuppoſed 
know a ing material and certain of; _ 
we 1255 put the gol, favourable Cc aſtruion 
oft ole atters, Which we are not ſure do de- 
ſervE a more ſevere Cenſure; that we would 
make the fame Allowances for humane n 
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and-Infirmities in another, that xe claim to,our- 
felves in the like Circumſtances; and, in fin 
that we would not be partial to our ſelves. or 
Party, either by tfinking that we are wiſer, and 
better, and honeſter than, we really are; ar. that 
the others are worſe, more ſilly. and diſhoneſt... 

I ſhall only make ſome ſhort Application of 
the whole; and tlien. take my Leave, not only 
of this Subject, but of all that Tam to ſay to you 
in this Place. Fenn 

And here, as to this Suhject, (which, tho? it's 
well known not to be of mine own Chooſing, is 
fer God knows, but too ſeaſonable for the di- 

racted Age in which we live) it will, T ſup- 
poſe, be expected, that T ſhould ſay ſomething, 
if not upon the Civil, yet at leaſt upon the Re- 
ligious Differences that are among us. And up- 
on this Occaſion, T ſhall' obferve, that theſe Re- 
ligivus Differences are chiefly of two Sorts. 


$12 1 | „ POPE Lord Ae 4. 6 . 4s * N 
I. Such, in which the Vitals of g all Re ion 


2hd Chriſtianity are concern'd; and, 
II. Such, in which the Conſtitution of our Na- 
tionał Church is only concerned. 


I. As to the f, Whatever the Ages before 
—_ . Y ? , 1 

us were, is another Matter; as we are chiefly 
concerned in the prefent, ſo we are indeed only 


competent judges of it; and it's hut too plain, 


that the Age which our Saviour long go fore: 
told, is now near at Hand, if not already come, 
that here would not be Faith on Earth: The gatu- 
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ral. Diſtiuctions ef Goationd Ei 9k Rig and, 
Wrong, are deny'd; the old Doctrines of Fare 
and Neceſſity, ate reyived; the Liberty of moral A- 
gents taken away zu the watariel Immortality af the 
Jaal made an inconſiſtent Thing; abd!:the Au- 
thority of God, ye x Are : Right hears Ag _ Ne- 
ligion upon us, unlef. by eur own Conſens, is im- 
pugn nay, flat y .den yd. 28 
e to t hat eee ee of Chriſtiani- 
b 57 not 79 long Holy, Tig is made as mon- 
rous a rine as any of thoſe; which even 
Heatheniſm it ſelf . wont — thoſe of the 
Incarnation, of the hy poſtatical Union, of the me- 
ritorious Death and | Sacrifice, and of the perſo- 
nal Reſurrection of our Saviour, ate all ridiculed 
and ſſouted: And, which is too obſervable, this 


is: not ſo 5 e eee * 
the great More, rt 
Mankiad ; ſo that | , 


Stanaarag, of good Senſe,” and the, proper Subjects 
Ts > A to. exercyſe and ſhem our 
| And what Handle; foever: was made of 
1101 „ in 1 Disfavour of ſome great Men, I 
wiſh an Inſtance could be given, in which the 
Matter is the leaſt mended, and that as great 
icentiouſneſs was not taken now, as formerly: 
hether. the Church be in any Danger from: 
theſe Eyils, I may not ſay; but ſure, Religion 
in general ſeems to be in no little Hazard from 
them; and what a ſort of Church that muſt 
be, Where the Religion of its Members is gone, 
obvious not to be remark'd: This is 2 la. 
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mentable Caſe indeed, what Ho Gdfy offs Ude! 
ry devout Aerious Ohtiſtian moſt paſſionately to 


bewail; with Men, openly profeſſing ſuch Prins 
ciples, we can neither ages nor IE: uch 28. 
they muſt be wjrbtb4d re ' Hh# Phe 5 and, unless 
we would tamely give up all Religion, as well 
as our common Chriſtianity, we muſt er Es 
contend for it, as being that Fitch whith was 

delivered to tht Sat; Aid theꝰ the takin 
Remedies àgainſſ them, will be che oper pal 
ſineſs of our Governours; yet io pri ate Pains 


_ be tod great, or Zeal miſplaced, that is ſpent 
them. ne il Ng N 917. lo OA YN 
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II. As to the Differeßces immediately 'relat- 
ing to the Church, I ſhall'6bſerve, that t G' the 
Eſſentials of Religion are not f6 men concern 
in them as in the formen Ou Goh, 

tipline;” and — hurch, 'togethel 
\ with the Charity ts Membiers; are. Mr 80 
inconſiderable Ih diggs, as not ro” Te) 0 


Chriſtian ſome Piſtarhante wupdri ccou 
And: yet, E-balievey eve9lit! will — 5 

theſe are not a little violated ther 
Men talk nevei ſo much ef Chari 55 
and ' Moderation} Whatever it is in t 1 8 
of Thi ngs, conmon Fx Gene kee 

rent Coro infer afferent! Ae 
that they who ty bt one er, ds 75. 
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1. | Winit has been attempted; i2gnd that mole 
than once, towards the\making:up this.unhap- 
Breach, is not vunknown — here; but 
Ane . har} schone of wilt Wordign 
Choc hes did indedd eprops! Aneta d fg. 
tai d upon our Aae lo they all agreed 
in this, moſt heartily: y i6 loſs God" for it) and 
to declare, as they had 2 that there 
way" nbehing erage ifi e jul Cage 
vf 8e In from dsh ane in enten 
hereoß there were no Proteſtant Separatiſts rom 
it, che Bromeiſts and (me few -Anabaptifts'© 
exoupted, for:2hearb one Hundked ears? 4 
watds's Andiyer; Nis welb kaown,?that! Polt. Be- 
fore and ſince that Time, the Chureb has _— 
frequent and conſiderable: — inn! 
Compliance with chem; and more than 4 be, 
BillÞ3f Core Ee N ere 
nay once pf Fits,” in Order 
to bring over ene We rem 15 Would have com- 
plief> with any Liturgy,” ov\fpitopacy/ What. 
So p and, fL atiy vightlyuMnibenPd; the” Mil 
eavtiage Wpucne 6fctheſe2 Attempts way chief 
owing tb the\Comartlite; Ifnoruned, Pf Trtarhery Of 
Thee great Men amon — N tan Teach- 
erg. In Future of afl Attempts A this Natnte 
towards RUCmmoqd tze, a Iba undd Hehzeral 
Vailulgents Was tft granted them; in which 
ToAulginte, they have now a Proper; af as no 
wits N good an, KR. know oß does An 
Ways fepine at it; ſo perhaps it may teacli o 
on. vn Members this Cann wjk not to er 
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then them in their! Separation, by advencintyfuch 
Doctrines, as neither they, nor Bru nor 11 of 
-our Fathers were ever yet alle to bear. 
How they will account forithis, d make 
the-Chriſtian/Clergy," a real Brieſbhgod)! Who ab _ 
firm, that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
is à material Sacrifice! Who ſay, that private, 
which is but another Term for auricular, Canfelſs 
or, and ſarergotal ; Abdlution,.. are neceſſar ). to 
the Pardon vf Hin: And Laſtly, who affirm, That 
they are no Chriſtians, that is, not — who 
are not ſo by one Epi/copally ordained; I ſay, whe- 
ther theſe Notions: will tend to leſſen ot increaſe 
our Diviſions, I leave to tlioſe "who ate N 
per Judges. 

But this I take to be. certain, "at: * of 
theſe Notions entertain d only by a ſmall Num- 


ber, ſome time beſore the Yeas! 1540, did not 


onl we the Umbrage de that Charge of Po- 
— our Miniſters at that Time; Tor was 
one mighty 2 whereby they effeQet] the 
entire -Ruige;;ofiouriChareh:; And, I doubt, 
there are not wanting Perſons in out Age, 'who 
not only call theſe Notions Popyſþ;; but who 
likewiſe "ek the Com lewent too uu to be 
— to oy. — 


3 have | ranger Arguments again e 
3 than 


than any that they have yet been able to pro- 
duce. MED 34s $2756 ! | | ' 
And now, Brethrey, becauſe that neither the 
Time; nor mine own Strength, will permit me 
to ſay more, I muſt take py. foe Farenrl of 
For; and as'T have always a Preacher of 
Beucr, for theſe Seventeen ears, ſince I came a- 
mongſt you, as I am ſure you will all bear me 
wu 5; Jo rejoice not a little, that my laſt 
ermon,” in this Capacity, does engage me to 
prefs this upon you, with a Concern more than 
ordinafy. You know, that Peace was one of the 
tf Ezgacies which our Bleſſed Saviour left to 
his Difciples; My Peuce I leave with on: And the 
Apoſtles themſelves took their Leave of the ſe- 
veral Churches with whom they had to do, 
with the ſame Valediftion, ent ar 
21 70g are not, I confeſs, obliged to have Peace 
with af Men; and the Reaſon is, becauſe this 
is not in your Power; for all Men will not be 
at Peace with you; but then this is practi- 
cable, nay, this you are bound in Conſcience 
to, to follow Peace with all Men; and, as much as 
poſſible, to live peaceably with all Men. You are 
not only obliged to be of this peaceable Tem- 
per your ſelyes, but to excite others to it; and 
to ſuppreſs and diſcountenance, as much as may 
be, whatever is oppoſite to it. You are to be 
poſſeſsd of an univerſal Candour, and Love, and 
ood Will; to be meek, and patient, and charita- 
Fe, towards all Men; to avoid all Occaſion of 


Breaches, betwixt your _— and others; _ 


notwithſtanding ,many Weakneſſes and 


„ 

if any ſuch happen, to he the firſt in endea · 
vouting to compoſe them, and even heartily to 
forgive thoſe, who fr made them; yea, though 
they are the laft in being Willing to be recon- 


eee eee en io (al. = 
It has been TOY Happineſs. to have met Wil 


a great Share of this Cendour, ſrom you; and, 


Infurn- 
tjes, to be treated with great Kindneſs by: 

ny, with common Civilities by others, and; 
Temper and good Manners. by all. of theſ 
I mult always retain a grateful: Remembrance, 


and for them l do no leſs, upon e 
* " C \ * 


caſion, than my publick Acknow 
meats. c mods oolonh 
As the perſonal Merits of thoſe who ſucceed 
bs. will, I „ Shy 2 to a larger Share 
of your Kindneßs ſtill; ſo my hearty, Prayers 
to God are, that they ys Le ce 1 ig 
ments of more Good than 1 have been capa· 
ble of. e E ene nd 

May they preach Jeſus Chriity and him crucis 


fied, with greater Zeal and Earneſtneſs; may 


they explain all the great Doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity, with greater Plainnefs. and Perſpicuity; 
may they preſs all the practical Duties of Re- 
ligion, with greater Force and Efficacy; in 
tine, may they be the happy Inſtruments of 
making you better Chriſtians, better Fathers, 
Hasbands, Maſters, Neighbours, Churchmen, aud 
Subjects; and, in one Word, may they leſs con- 
cern themſelves, if poſſible, than I have 9s 
. | a 


r 

with what I ever thought the Pulpit ſhould be 
the freeſt from; I mean, Politicks and Contro- 
verſies of State: With theſe Prayers, and with 


- others, for the univerſal Good and Proſperi 
of you all, I take my laſt Leave in the Words 


of the A PR oP Brethren, Farewel ; be 
perfect; hea of good N be of one Mind: Live 


in ts an he work Gf Love and Peace ſhall 
be with you. Amen, Amen. 
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